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the few children of peasants who were able to
attend school at all under these conditions obviously
received the most meager and perfunctory educa-
tion.

Only 17 per cent of Russia's total population was
literate, and this percentage at that time included
the Baltic provinces, in which the literate popula-
tion was as high as 40 per cent, and Finland, whose
literacy was about 80 per cent, and urban centers
in which the percentage of literacy was greater. It
is conservative to estimate that less than 10 per
cent of the agrarian population was literate.

The communist regime inherited from the czarist
government not only too few schools of all classes
to enable it to carry out its intention of giving the
Russian people a general education, but also a very
limited intellectual and pedagogical force.

The higher institutions, such as universities and
technological schools, although they were second to
none in the world in their standards of education,
were not sufficient in number to take care of the
masses of new students who were flocking to them
eager to obtain training and knowledge. In addi-
tion, the pedagogical forces were deplorably in-
adequate, as the only personnel available was
composed of the intellectuals of the old regime,